My persona:

Japanese-American woman
Parents came from Japan in 1905
Born in America in 1906
Mavried; 3 children

Own a small geneval goods store in Los Ange[es

Guiding question: Was FDR correct to inter peop[e of] apanese ancestry in camps on the west coast for the duration of the

war?

My response: no — we were [oya[ Americans, and this violated our civil rights.
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SAK FRARCISCO, Dec. 7. Pres-
2% f’E Reosevelt annosnced this
that Japanese planes had
ind Pear Harbor.
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Oh my goodness! Japan bombed Hawaii! What craziness! Why would they do this? Now we will go to war against them —
against the land of my ancestors. What a tragedy. 1 pray this will end peacqfu“y. My son says he will Join the American army,
if they will have him. He is now the third generation living in America, and we have raised him to be a good and [oya[
American, as we are ourselves. | pray for my country, and 1 pray for the land of my Ancestors. May this not lead to further

b’agedy and death.



Executive Order 9066

Presiclent Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9o66 on
February 19,1942 ordering all people of Japanese ancestry
to be evacuated from the West Coast for the safety of the

country. We are not the enemy! What will happen to us?




WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND AND FOURTH ARMY
WARTIME CIVIL CONTROL ADMINISTRATION
Presidio of San Francisco, California
May 3, 1942

INSTRUCTIONS
TO ALL PERSONS OF

JAPANESE

Living in the Following Area:

Al o that porthen of the Coanty of Aloweds, Stsle of Califesnis, within the bonndury leglnsisg at
the peint where the soalhesly 1imits of the Oty of Oaiiand mest San Frosciuce Hay) thence rastely
and following the southerly Hmits of sadd city to 1. 5 Highway No. @ thernr sssilonly wnd eastaly
a5 x3id Figheuy %o 43 1o b inbervection with Celifernin Stabe Bighway No 21; thomee saiheriy on
said Higbway Na 21 13 s Belersetion st €7 nesr Worm Spriage. woih Califerais Suats Highwer Xa
17; thewse woniberly sa wid Highway Ka 17 {a the Alasedasants Clurs County Sine] thenoe weostary
end fallowing psié esunty line o Sais Framecs Bar| thenes fr, and Dollowing the ive of
San Fraesivs Bay s the il of hegiering.

Pursuant to the provisions of Civilian Faelusbon Onlee Moo 35, this Headquasters, dated My £, 194 oll pee-
wns ol jai;.ammq aneestry, both alien amd aonalien, will be evacnated from the above ams by 12 w'edock noom,
PW. T, matunday, May 9, 1942

Mo Japanese person living in the above area will b purmitied o change sesidence after 12 o%clock oo, P W T,
Sunday, May 3, 192, withont obuaining special permissdon from the sopresentative of the Commandog Gen
ecal, Northern Californis Sectar, st the Civil Chnteal Station lorsted st

G -0 Steret,
Hayward, Califomnia,

Such permits will only be grasted for the purpose of uniting members of 4 family, 07 a cases of grave emergency.
The Civil Contral Stativa iz vquipped 1o ssist the Japsness popalation affected by this evacnation in the fal

lowing ways

1. Give ambvies and etrections ve the evscuation.

2 Provide servioes with respect 1o the ; e, Teasing, cabe, storage or otber disposition of wost kinds
af propesty, soh as seal estate, busi anid profre: caprigment, bawehald goods, osts, satomebiles and
Livesunin. :

3. Provide temporary sosid bewehere for sl Japanese bn family groups.

4. Teansport peesons and a limited amount of clothing sl eqpuipisent tr thesr new residener,

The Following Instructions Must Be Observed:

Lo A responsible smeniber of each family, proferably the head of the family, or the persan in whose name awst of
the geaperty B bebl, and each bndividusl Bving slose, will i’?;?‘lil": tis the Civil Canteol Station 14 eeoeive further
instrurtions, This pist B dee hepseesn 24080 A M and 300 P, 3L an Muwday, May 4, 192, o7 between 800 A, M.
and 548 P M oo Teeslay, Moy 5, FH2

2 Evacuess must carry with them on departure for the Assembly Conter. the following property:

(8) Bediing snd linens (a0 matteess) far cach manbes of the family;

(b)  Toilet artickes far pach member of the family

(e} Extes elothing for cach member of the family;

(4} Suflicient knves, Torks, spodus, plates, bewls and cups for each member of the fomily

{e) Esential pessonal effects for cach member of the family.

AR Honse careind will b securely paekaged, tied asd plainly marked with the nicne of the owner and numbered
i seoordanve with instractions chtained at the Civil Contes] Station, The size and number of peckages is Jisn-
ited 1o thar which ean be enrrbed by the individual or fasuly groap.

3. Nopets of any kisd will be permitted.

5 N personal iterms and s bonsehold goods will be shipged e Assemlsly Lenter

5 The United States Cavernment throngls its agenvies will pravide for the stacage, st the sole risk of the ownasz,
af the mure sabstantial heuschald feme, such as ioehoxea, wshing mahines, pianos and sther heavy fominaee
Cooking utensils and oibee sall itens will be accepted for storage if coated, packed and plainly marked with the
name and adires of the owner, Only one mme and sddress will be ned by s given family,

4 Each family, and imtividual living alone, will b frrmished transporiation o the Assenbly Center or will be
suthoriesd s teavel by private autamobile in a sapersissd group. All indmetions portaining o thee 1w e will
be obtained at the Civil Control Station,

Go to the Civil Control Station betwoen the hours of B:00 A. M. and 5:00 P. M.,
Monday, Moy 4, 1942, or between the hours of 8:00 A. M. and 3:00 P. M.,
Tuesduy, May 5, 1942, to receive further instructions.
L L DeWITT
Lisutenant General, U, 3. Avmy
Comemaniding

SEE COPILIAM BACLUWDN CADEE MO B

An order was given today, May 3,1942,
that we must pack what we can into a
few boxes and move into an Assembly
Center. This week! We must leave
almost everything, even our pets,
behind. We are good Americans, so we
will do it, but sure[y the government
knows they can trust us. We had
nothing to do with that awﬁd day in
Pearl Harbor. 1 fear that there is not
even time to sell our house, or our
business. Will our ﬁ’iends end up

there, too?



Owr neighbors. So much hate. 1 know that many peop[e never accepted us as Americans Iaefore, but at least we had our quiet

little community, and we had our ﬁ'iends and fami[y and businesses. Now, | fear for the safety of the children, and 1 fear that

my husband may be arrest as a spy.
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This cartoon ran in the paper today. Why do they spread such lies! We love our country — America! We would never do
some’thing to harm it. Why do they try to tun other Americans against us by suggesting that we are working for_] apan to

destroy America ﬁ'om within? U‘al( Americans believe this, they will never let us out of these camps. | pray this war is over

soon.



So much chaos and craziness at the
Relocation Center! How will they ever
sort us out? To see our lives reduced to
a few bundles and boxes is
heartbreaking. My husband and 1
worked so hard to build owr business
in San Francisco, and now we will
probably never see any of it again. We
don’t even know where we are going!
What if they send my daughter and
grandkids somewhere else? What if

they make us live separate[y?



Exclusion Area
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We found this map of where we're to be evacuated to. The whole west coast is an “exclusion zone”. No peop[e of) apanese

ancestry allowed there at all! None! All are being evacuated.



Itwas a very [ong wait to be sorted into our new homes. So many children. No one knows what will happen to us. So far we are
safe and unharmed. They are feedmg us enough, but not YeaUy the food we like to eat, and it fee[s so strange to eat what and

when we are ordered to. We can take care of ourselves, i on[y they would let us.



We are very crowded here, and there is no privacy. There
is a school for the children though, and we are well-fed
and not harmed. It is so difficult to lose our freedom
though! We have done nothing to deserve this!



SEMI-ANNUAL REZPORT
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
January 1 to June 30

1944

vage 27

PERSONS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY SEGREGATED AT TULE LAKE
BY AGE GROUPS, SEX AND NATIVITY
SEPTEMBER 1943 - MAY 1944

SEX AND AGE  TOTAL Anerican  Yorelgn TOTAL American Forelgn
Born Born Born Born

TOTAL 1 18,355 12,489 5,866 100,0 100,0 100.0
Under 17 5,212 5,181 31 28,4 41.6 5
17 - 18 1,478 1,468 10 8] 11,8 ‘2
20 - 24 2,845 2,811 34 15.5 2248 8
26- 29 1,849 1,819 30 10.1 14.6 5
30 - 34 820 720 100 4.5 5.8 1,7
36 - 39 824 s11 613 4.5 2.6 8.7
40 - 44 1,162 121 1,031 6.2 9 17.6
45 - 49 994 25 969 5.4 2 16,5
50 - 54 810 19 791 4.4 ol 13,8
55 - 59 937 8 929 Sel ol 15,8
60 - 64 758 3 755 4.1 2 12,9
65 - 69 478 2 476 2.6 2 8.1
70 - 74 141 ] 141 8 0.0 2.4
75 and Over 57 1 56 3 2 1.0
MALE 10,698 6,940 3,768 583 5546 64.1
Under 17 2,616 2,598 18 14.3 20,8 o3
17 - 19 804 799 5 4.4 6.4 o1
20 - 24 1,723 1,707 18 9.4 13,7 .3
26 - 29 1,065 1,041 14 5.7 8.4 2
30 - 4 514 460 54 2.8 3.7 .9
35 - 89 464 202 262 245 1.8 4.5
40 -~ 44 613 92 821 3.3 o7 8.9
45 - 49 452 18 434 2,5 P T4
60 - 54 4567 186 442 245 ol 745
66 - B9 740 7 733 4.0 ol 12,5
60 - 64 669 0 669 3.6 040 1l.4
65 -« 69 418 (o] 418 243 0.0 76l
T0 - 74 122 0 122 o7 0.0 2.1
76 and Over 51 1 50 3 2 9

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Statistios Section
Washington, De Co.

OldMagazineArticles.com

So many children here at owr camp. Over 7000, and almost all of them born in America! Only the old people are from Japan,
and they leﬁ it [ong ago because they love America. Will these children ever know ﬁ’eedom? Will they ever have the chance to
exp[ore a neighborhood, and run in parks, and sneak to the store for candy? Visit their ﬁ'iends and be invited over for a

special dinner. 1 suppose that now they actua“y see their ﬁ'iends more than usual since they are [iving in the next stall over.



10-8~C Rivers, Arizonsa

fear Mr. Imadas

This will inform you that your application for admissio]
Lo the Freshmen class in November and the official credentisls
sumitted in support of it have been carefully considered.

. At the time you made your original request for an appli
3aﬁionjar admission to the Freshman class, it was our understandii
chat the University would be permitfed to accept American student
i’ Jupanese parentage. We find now thst because of the large unij
bf Navy and Marine Corpsstudents in the University, we are at thij
time not permitted to accept students of Japanese parentage. We

rrust that you will be able to continue your education elsewhere.

ry truly yours,

P ooy PO

My son a}op[ied to Yale — he’s such a ﬁne student. Unformnately, he is be'mg denied entry due to being_] apanese American.

Not because of his scores or grades, but due to his parentage! This is so unjust! He works so hard!



Fina[[y, the war is over and we can go home. When my daughter arrived at her house, this is what she found‘ We have lost

everything. Our businesses and homes are gone forever. The government doesn’t p[an to he[p us ﬁArther. We must start over.



President Regan signed the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 into law today. It says that America was wrong to inter us, and that we
should each be compensated between 20 and 40 thousand dollars. Some peop[e voted against this and will try to stop it n

court, but 1 believe we will prevai[.
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A monetary sum and words alone cannot restore lost years of
erase painful memories; neither can they fully convey our Nation's
resalve to rectify injustice and to uphold the rights of individuals,
We can never fully right the wrongs of the past. But we can take a
clear stand for justice and recognize that serious injustices were
done to Japanese Americans during World War i,

In enacting a law calling for restitution and offering a sincere
apology, your fellow Americans have, in a very real sense, renewed

their traditional commitment to the ideals of freedom, equality, and
justice. You and your family have our best wishes for the future.

Sincerely,

Geoace BusH
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

It took near[y 50 years, but President George Bush as issued a formal apo[ogy and says that all swrvivors and their
descendants will receive compensation from the government for what was uvy'ust[y taken ﬁ'om us. 'm 95, and 1 can ﬁna“y

breathe my [astjusﬁce has been received.




Note ﬁom Granddaughter:
The musical artists Fort Minor have written and pevformed asong about my Grandfather Kenji!

htt*ps -/ fwww.voutube.com/watch?v=Pu gs2]vs vk

"My father, came from Japan, in 1905

He was fifteen when he, immigrated from Japan
He, he, he worked until he was able to buy

To actually build a store"

Let me tell you a story in the form of a dream

| don't know why | have to tell it, but | know what it means
Close your eyes, just picture the scene

As | paint it for you

It was World War Ii

When this man named Kenji woke up
Ken was not a soldier, he was just a man
With a family who owned a store in L. A

That day, he crawled out of bed like he always did
Bacon and eggs with wife and kids

He lived on the second floor of a little store he ran
He moved to L.A. from Japan

They called him immigrant, in Japanese
He'd say he was called "issei"

That meant first generation

In the United States when

Everybody was afraid of the Germans, afraid of the Japs
But most of all, afraid of a homeland attack

And that morning, when Ken went out on the doormat
His world went black, 'cause

Right there, front page news

Three weeks before 1942

Pearl Harbor's been bombed and "The Japs are Coming"
Pictures of soldiers dying and running

Ken knew what it would lead to

And just like he guessed, the president said
"The evil Japanese in our home country
Would be locked away"

They gave Ken a couple of days

To get his whole life packed in two bags

Just two bags, he couldn't even pack his clothes
And some folks didn't even have a suitcase



